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not only i important because. youth "should be heard,” but first and foremost 
because something is missing, voices from an increasing number of the 
world 's and the churches’ population are unheard because youth are not given 
he opportunity to take bi share of responsibility in fellowship. It is not 

y a question of "the g rown-ups" listening to "the youth" in order to make 
the right decisions on everyone's behalf, but a question of creating an inclu- 

rstanding of who : represents the church. 






















Yes, it is a qualification to be young--not only in mind but also in body and 

spirit, Even lack of experience ei Oak ere 
sible to raise basic questions without being accused of bung naive: are 
we living our lives as Christians together, being the witnesses--children, 
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u a God, Creator, Sustainer and Savior who is visible i in roe mani- 
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y Magdalene, Mary the mother of James 
Sa ne came to Jesus’ tomb on Easter Day, the tomb was not empty, a youn 
man told them that Jesus he 1 risen. The Good News was spread through tt 
ung man and the women BO has reached us. 


messages do young people bring to the world today? Are they 
women listened to the youth in the tomb... 
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Youth participation, youth representation, youth delegates, youth members... 


There are a lot of young people around who have been sent to conferences, consultations, 
meetings, assemblies or have served as youth members on different boards--and this is a 
good thing, achieved through a long process. But what is the reality? What happens dur- 
ing the conference, are there youth represented without being given a real chance to 
participate? What is the function of youth delegates or members? Are they serving as hos- 
tages, as recruitment for future leaders or are they given the possibility to bring forward 
what they actually know, to share their expertise as youth with those who are looked upon 
as "the church?" And what happens when they go home, are they heard then? 


The opinions are as divided as the experiences. The focus in this issue is youth participa- 
tion, at different levels m the chuches and in the LWF. "Do you hear me?" is the working 
title of this issue. Obviously a lot of young people are raising their voices in churches and 
in conferences, but are they really listened to? And to turn it around: What is the message 
from the youth, what do we have to contribute? Are we really concious of our gifts as 
young people contributing to the building of God's kingdom? And, are we listening to 
each other… 
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THEIR CRIES ARE NOT HEARD... 


HELLO, HELLO! Listen to the voice of 
youth crying out in the church! Will anyone 
listen to them? "We are allowed to partici- 
pate as picturesque elements hut do not feel 
as if we count." 


Interview from the Swedish Church Newspaper 
"Kyrkans Tidning "By Brita Hall 





with photos by Lars Rindeskog 


Åsa 





Åsa and Anna were youth delegates both at the Pre-Assembly Youth Conference (PAYC) in Argentina and the LWF 


General Assembly in Brazil last year. They retumed home with new experiences and ideas which they do not feel that 
the decision-making bodies of the church, or the "adult church" as they call it, have taken into consideration. "The 
church knows that I was in Brazil. Why do they not consult me? Anna asks. We, the young ones, have lots of experi- 
ence and knowledge that ought to be of interest to the church." 


Sweden prepared an official document for the General Assembly of the LWF, the planning of which Anna was not 
allowed to influence. Åsa mentioned the Final Document of the PAYC, which was compiled by the youth and which 
pointed out problems in the world which they consider the LWF should do something about. "There wasn't even time 


to read this document at the Assembly! If we had known that we could have used our time in a more meaningful way,” 


Ása said. 


Neither Anna nor Ása is completely without say in the church. Åsa is a 
member of the Youth Council in her diocese and Anna represents the youth 
organization Ansgarsförbundet on the international committee of the Swed- 
ish Christian Youth Council. She also works with the project "Become a 


comrade with Southern Africa.” 


Why, then do you complain? 


Anna: We are completely involved in the youth or- 
ganizations; there we can say whatever we feel. How- 
ever, our opinions do not reach the "adult church." 
Asa and Anna explain that young people and adults 
make their own decisions separately. 


Are you, yourself, not guilty of maintaining that divi- 
sion by running youth organizations? 


Anna: Our dream would be that we all help each 
other on the way so that youth organizations will not 
be necessary. 

Asa: But, it is thanks to the youth organizations 
which pursue questions that we are strong. 


Is it really a youth problem to feel badly utilized 





Anna 


in the church? 


ta a ata Ze 


Anna: On the whole, the church utilizes knowledge, 
experience and competence badly. It doesn’t matter 
whether you are young or old. The church needs to 
learn that there are people whom they can involve. 


According to Anna and Asa the problem is especially 
big for laypeople. Asa works as an occupational 
therapist in a hospital and Anna arranges courses and 
conferences. They feel that it is difficult to find a 
natural continuation in the church after having grown 
out of the local youth group. But they still want to 
continue to work for the church. 


Why should the church listen to you of all people? 
Don't you have unrealistic expectations about how to 
influence? 
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No! (They both say.) 


Åsa: I want to be listened to because I have experi- 
enced something; the church sent me to Buenos Aires 
and used a lot of money on me. Some of those who 
participated in the General Assembly of the LWF have 
made a career since then. Í do not want to climb, but I 
want to participate and make decisions. 


Whose task is it to make it possible for young people to 
raise their voice in the church? 


Anna: The youth themselves are responsible, as well 
as the youth organizations and the church itself. Åsa 


agrees. 


When you demand that certain places on boards be re- 
served for youth, don't you upset your own plans? You 
then run the risk of being put on these boards and 
committees, not because of the kind of person you are 
but because there is a youth quota. 


Anna: Of course it would be good if it could function 
without a quota. It would be perfect if Äsa would be 
nominated just because she is good. But a quota is 
okay if the youth organizations choose the members. 


Do you have no respect for the experiences of older 
people? 


Asa: We are critically loyal. 

Anna: Of course we have respect, but we can still 
criticize. If they let me be critical they show their re- 
spect for me. We also have the experience of being 
young in the church of today. These decisions also 
concern the youth. 
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What would you change if you had møre say? 


Anna: We do not need any prepared strategies to par- 
ticipate in decision-making, we will not say 'now we 
are going to change this.’ It’s not certain that the result 
would be any different because we were part of it. The 
goal is to be able to participate and reflect. 


One problem, however, that they would like to work 
with is the strict division of the church between young 
and old and between different organizations. 


Anna: I would like to participate in establishing meet- 
ing places where all groups can meet and work 
together. Now young and old work separately on the 
problem of refugees but if we worked together we 
would gain a lot of shared energy, engagement and 


EEEa 

a mentions a concrete, important question which 
she would hke to participate in solving: the renewal of 
the church. "Young and old look at the church in dif- 
ferent ways. Many old people see it as the 'castle of 
our fathers” which cannot be altered. They say that 'in 
these times we must keep our traditions and not 
change.” But I think that the church must realize that 
peoples’ needs today are different than before. Many 
young people leave the church although they say that 
they are believers. I want to try and find the church of 
today. 


What boards or committees would you like to partici- 
pate in? 


Åsa: Personally I would not like to be on the central 
board of the church, but I would be grateful if one of 
the members were my representative. 


How good are you in listening to those who are 
younger than you? 


Anna: I am sure we could become better! 
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DO YOU HEAR ME? 


Magnus Erlingsson, Iceland 


Some weeks ago I met a nurse, who had recently returned to Iceland from Africa, where she had been work- 
ing for the Red Cross. I asked her to show me some pictures from Africa. As we were going through the 
piles of interesting pictures, she told me that I was one of the few, who had the patience to look at all her 
pictures. This seemed very odd to me, but the nurse explained: "People seldom take an interest in other peo- 
ple’s interests." 


I think this is a feeling that many of us have experienced. We go abroad, maybe to an intemational church 
conference. We come home with our heads full of new ideas and hope —but nobody seems to care. The 
only reaction is that of envy; why were you elected to go on this trip instead of somebody else? 


When you come home, then it is so easy to fall into the trap of telling other people, what a fabulous time you 
had on that conference in "Timbuktu." By doing so you are doing a bad thing, The message that is coming 
across is probably not the real issue of the conference, but only your personal experience of a good time. I 
have learned by bitter experience that such stories only give the hearer a sense of resentment...Why was I 
not there? I must have missed something great! 


I have come to the conclusion that one should avoid all "traveling stories." What matters are the issues at 
hand. 


It is not easy to represent your country at an international meeting or conference. The conference itself is the 
enjoyable part. The difficulties begin when you come home. Then you take on the task of communicating to 
other people what you have learned. You must give a clear message. 


What matters is not who attends the conference, but bringing home to people the message of the conference. 
So when we are evaluating the benefits of taking part in international work and conferences, we look for the 
long-term effects. It simply takes time for new ideas to get through to people. The idea must ferment for a 
time. We must help this process by continuing the discussion, writing articles, and activities of this nature. 


Speaking of myself, I have benefited greatly from taking part in international work. I have a broader vision 
than before, a little bit more understanding perhaps. But I must admit, it is sometimes difficult to share this 
knowledge with other people. The church is made up of living stones, of people. So if the individual is 
growing in faith and knowledge, then the church should also grow in future. 
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YOUTH INTERN EXPERIENCES 
by Matti Peiponen, Finland 


My internship at the LWF Youth Desk took place from the beginning 
of February 1989 until the end of February 1990. My intemship con- 
sisted of assisting in the Pre-Assembly Youth Conference preparations. 
That year at the Youth Desk was a very intensive period in my life. I 
became part of the complicated LWF structures. Since my term was 
relatively short, fortunately, I was not totally swallowed up by the rou- 
tines and the bureaucracy. After I completed my internship, I was 
happy to notice that that one year which I spent in Geneva was a unique 
learning experience for me both on the cognitive and on the psycho- 
logical level. 





One could have done more... I regret that I did not make more effort to study the history of the Federation, 
minutes of assemblies, terms of references and statements of needs. Namely, these documents and papers give 
expression to the objectives, the priorities and the visions of the LWF and help to understand the existence of 
the Federation as a communion of churches. One year was enough for me to get to know the colleagues in the 
department well and some of the other LWF as well as Ecumenical Center staff. Especially in the beginning I 
noticed that many practical things, like using foreign languages, trying to catch up with the "ecumenical 
slang" and facing several cultures through colleagues coming from different parts of the world, took all my 
energy. 


Personally I decided to concentrate on the history and the mandate of the department, the former Department 
of Church Cooperation, where the Youth Desk was located. On the other hand, I tried to get a general over- 
view of the work done in the Ecumenical Center. It was interesting to leam something about the programs 
which the different organisations, like the World Council of Churches, Conference of European Churches and 
World Student Christian Federation carry out in their member churches or organisations. The concrete out- 
come of this interest was contacts, not only with Lutherans but also with Reformed, Orthodox, Methodist and 
Anglicans in the Ecumenical Center. 


The importance of the contacts seems to be an indispensable part of the ecumenical and confessional work and 
interaction. Without lively and good contacts I would have been rather lost in the Ecumenical Center. Contacts 
also brought desired change to the routine work at the office. Personal contacts created a feeling of together- 
ness: not my contribution alone but the teamwork together with sisters and brothers can bear fruit and become 
of benefit to the Church of Christ. 


Often the assemblies and convocations serve as a favorable ground for meeting, sharing experiences and lob- 
bying. Lobbying and comparing notes also seems to be part of the policy-making process in church circles. 
However, it is not good if church politics replace a theme under discussion. Concerning youth participation, 
thematic work should be emphasized since mere administration and church politics cannot result in unity. 
Relation to the member churches 


The internship is not only a certain period of time spent in Geneva. The internship starts already in one’s own 
country before arriving at the LWF headquarters. When an intern is well-rooted in his/her own church youth 
work, the internship will be beneficial to the intern, the member church as well as to the LWF. A well-rooted 
intern can bring new input and challenge the LWF youth work objectives through ideas which come from the 
member churches and from the local congregations. Voice which come from different contexts should be 
heard in the LWF. On the other hand, the duty of member churches is to listen to their "attachés" (i.e. interns), 
when they return home after completing the internship. 


Personally I am very grateful to my church. My church called me directly to a job which was much related to 
my internship at the LWF Youth Desk. I worked on the Finnish version of the Curitiba Assembly Report. In 
this positive way my church pushed me to become a multiplicator of the Curitiba Assembly experience in Fin- 
land. I felt strongly that my internship continued in my church. 


Member churches have an enormous resource in those young people who have worked in the Ecumenical 
Center. My kind request to member churches is: please, use these people and try to contribute to the Intern- 
ship Programs so that more young people can get this unique experience! 
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INTERNSHIP: A TALE OF TWO COUNTRIES 


Youth Participation in the LWF is not only young people taking part in governing bodies, conferences or meet- 
ings, youth participation is also experiencing the life of the Federation, the work in the Department of World 
Service field programs or the life in the member churches. The Internship Program in the LWF headguarters 
has brought young people from all over the world to Geneva, Switzerland, to learn and contribute for a num- 


ber of years to the work of the Federation. Last year new possibilities were opened up: now you can also 
learn from and contribute to the life of a church in another country. Ulrich Bayer from Germany went to 
Chile last year on his own initiative, In order to be supported by the LWF, he had the necessary endorsements 
both from his home church and from the host church. Ulrich made contact with the host church in Chile and 
arranged everything himself, while the LWF Youth Desk paid his travel expenses. His own story follows. If 





you feel encouraged to do something similar, do not hesitate to contact the LWF Youth Desk! 


"DIE EINZIGEN, DIE WAHREND DER 
DIKTATUR NICHT PROTESTIERT 
HABEN, WAREN DIE PROTESTANTEN" 


Ulrich Bayer, Deutschland 


Gleich bei einem meiner ersten Gespråche, die ich in 
Chile mit Chilenen führte, habe ich diesen Satz über 
die evangelische Kirche gehört. Aber was heißt schon 
"evangelische Kirche" - so etwas gibt es in Chile ei- 
gentlich nicht. Die 6% Protestanten im Lande - für 
lateinamerikanische Verhältnisse erstaunlich viel - 
teilen sich in unzählige kleine Kirchen, Gemeinschaf- 
ten und Gruppen auf, unter denen die evang.-luth. 
Kirche mit etwa 10.000 Mitgliedern einen verschwin- 
dend geringen Anteil an der chilenischen 
Bevölkerung ausmacht. Und auch diese kleine 
evang.-luth. Kirche ist auch noch gespalten aufgrund 
eines schweren Konflikts während der 
Pinochet-Diktatur. 


Durch die Freundschaft mit einigen Chilenen in 
Tübingen und Heidelberg habe ich viel über die ak- 
tuelle Situation in Chile erfahren, und mein bereits 
seit langem bestehendes Interesse für Lateinamerika 
wurde aufs Neue belebt. Als ich dann von einer 
Chilenin erfuhr, daß es in ihrer Heimatstadt Valdivia 
im Süden Chiles eine evang.-luth. Gemeinde gibt, 
reifte in mir der Entschluß, nach der langen Zeit der 
Examensvorbereitung und vor dem Beginn einer 
Doktorarbeit ein Gemeindepraktikum im Ausland zu 
absolvieren. Der evang.-luth. Kirchenpräsident in 
Santiago de Chile, hat mich dann an die evang.-luth. 
Gemeinde von Valdivia weitervermittelte. 


Die Gemeinde in Valdivia, bei der ich von September 
bis November 1990 ein achtwöchiges Praktikum ab- 
solvierte, zählt rund 300 Mitglieder, die Stadt 
Valdivia hat etwa 80.000 Einwohner, ist Sitz eines 
katholischen Bischofs und hat eine Universität. Zur 
Pfarrei gehören auch noch die Außengemeinden in 
San José (40 km entfernt), Mäfıl (50 km) und Pan- 
guipulli (120 km), wobei Besuche dort sehr viel Zeit 
in Anspruch nahmen, da die Fahrt großteils über un- 
befestigte Straßen geht. Meine Arbeit bestand 
zunächst darin, daß ich Pfarrer Riepshoff bei seiner 
Tätigkeit begleitete und dadurch einen ersten Ein- 
druck gewann. Nach dieser Eingewöhnungsphase 
bildete sich für mich folgende Arbeitsschwerpunkte 
heraus: Hausbesuche, vor allem bei älteren und 
kranken Gemeindemitgliedern, Vorbereitung und 
Durchführung des Jugendkreises sowie des Konfir- 
mandenunterrichtes, Teilnahme an den Hauskreisen, 
Besuch der Außengemeinden, Mitgestaltung des Got- 
tesdienstes. 


Die Aktivitäten des Jugendkreises (14 bis 20jährige 
Jugendliche) konzentrierten sich zunächst auf Bibel- 
lektüre und gemeinsames Singen sowie Gebet (alles 
auf spanisch). Die Jugendlichen sprachen sehr offen 
über ihren Glauben, auch beteiligten sich viele am 
freien Gebet. Ich wurde gebeten, über die kirchliche 
Jugendarbeit in Deutschland zu berichten, und ich er- 
zählte, daß in Deutschland in vielen kirchlichen 
Jugendgruppen neben Bibelarbeit auch soziale 
Aspekte wichtig seien und daß sich die Jugendlichen 
viel mit Problemen der Dritten Welt und der Ökolo- 
gie beschäftigen. Nach einem Besuch eines der 
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Elendsviertel von Santiago, den ich gemeinsam mit 
einem Franziskanerpater vom "Vikarait der Solidarität" 
unternommen hatte (dieses "Vikariat der Solidarität" ist 
eine Einrichtung der katholischent Kirche, die während 
der Diktatur 1973 bis 1990 Angehörigen von Verfol- 
gten bei der Suche nach den Verschwundenen geholfen 
hat und außerdem Sozialarbeit in den Elendsvierteln 
leistet), baten mich die Jugendlichen, meine Eindrücke 
zu schildern. Für viele von ihnen, die fast alle aus der 
Mittelschicht kamen, war es offensichtlich die erste 
bewußte Konfrontation mit dieser anderen Realität 
Chiles, in der immerhin 45% der Bevölkerung leben. 
Während der Diktatur gab es keine Informationen über 
die Armut in Chile, an den Schulen wurde keine poli- 
tische Bildung vermittel. Nach meinem Bericht 
schlugen einige Jugendliche vor, die Aktivitäten der 
Jugendgruppe auf den Kinderhort "hogar luterano" 
auszudehnen, den die evangelische Gemeinde im 
Elendsviertel von Valdivia unterhält. In diesem "hogar 
luterano” werden 340 Kinder aus armen Familien 
täglich betreut, erhalten eine warme Mahlzeit, werden 
medizinisch versorgt und pädagogisch betreut. Am 
Ende meines Praktikums hatten dann die Jugendlichen 
des Jugendkreises damit begonnen, regelmäßig den 
"hogar luterano" zu besuchen und mit den Kindern dort 
zu basteln, zu spielen oder zu singen. Parallel dazu lief 
die Bibelarbeit weiter. 


Ich habe diese Entwicklung der Jugendgruppe deswe- 
gen so ausführlich geschildert, weil ich sıe für sehr 
bemerkenswert halte, denn es ist in diesem Land alles 
andere als selbstverständlich, daß sich Jugendliche aus 
der Mittelschicht auf den Weg in ein Elendsviertel ma- 
chen, von dem sie vorher allenfalls den Namen wuBten. 


Nach meiner Einschätzung geht nämlich ein tiefer Riß 
durch die chilenische Gesellschaft, der durch zweierlei 
gekennzeichnet ist: 


1. Die Spaltung zwischen arm und nicht-arm 
("nicht-arm” heißt nicht gleich reich, sondern bedeutet 
zunächst die Zugehörigkeit zu einer Mittelschicht, die 
sich wenigstens gewisse Dinge leisten kann). 


2. Die Spaltung zwischen Gegnern und Befürwortern 
der Pinochet-Diktatur, die Familien getrennt und aus 
Freunden Feinde gemacht hat. Wer während der Dik- 
tatur zu den Opfern zählte, wessen Bruder gefoltert 
wurde oder wessen Schwester emigrieren mußte, hat 


eben gewisse Probleme, mit einem Anhänger der 
"Renovación Nacional", der Partei Pinochets, zu 
diskutieren. 

Wie tief dieser Riß durch die chilenische Gesellschaft 
geht, möchte ich an einem Beispiel aus dem Konfir- 
mandenunterricht erläutern, Über mehrere Wochen 
hinweg kamen von den zehn Konfirmanden nur jeweils 
zwei oder drei zum Unterricht. Als Pfarrer Riepshoff 
und ich einmal die Jugendlichen fragten, welche Ursa- 
chen ihrer Meinung nach dieser "Besucherschwund" 
hätte, kam es zu einer lebhaften Diskussion. Ein 
Jugendlicher meinte, das sei doch völlig klar: Chile sei 
17 Jahre lang Diktatur gewesen und die Leute seien 
dazu erzogen worden, nur unter Druck oder Strafandro- 
hung etwas zu machen. Deswegen käme eben niemand 
zum Konfirmandenunterricht, der ja freiwillig sei. Da- 
raufhin schauten sich zwei Mädchen, deren Väter bei 
der "Renovaciön Nacional” (also der Pinochet-Partei) 
waren, ganz entgeistert an, standen auf und sagten "Va- 
mos!" ("Gehen wir!") - Politik habe nichts mit Kirche 
zu tun. Erst als ich den beiden Konfirmandinnen sagte, 
Chile sei ja jetzt eine Demokratie und eine Grundregel 
der Demokratie sei, wenigstens dem anderen 
zuzuhören, blieben sie da. 


Das Beispiel zeigt im Kleinen, wie tief die Folgen der 
Diktatur zu spüren sind. 


Da ich neben dem Gottesdienst und den Hausbesuchen 
die meisten Aktivitäten im Bereich der Konfirmanden- 
und Jugendarbeit entwickelte, möchte ich hier den Be- 
richt über meine Tätigkeit in Valdivia abbrechen. Es 
kann ja hier nicht um eine eingehende Analyse gehen, 
vielmehr will ich durch die Schilderung einzelner 
Aspekte eine kleine Vorstellung von meinem Gemein- 
depraktikum geben. 


Für mich bleibt festzuhalten, daß dieses Gemeindeprak- 
tikum in Chile eine sehr wichtige Erfahrung war. Viele 
innerdeutschen oder innerkirchlichen Probleme, die wir 
haben, werden ein wenig relativiert angesichts der 
Schwierigkeiten, vor denen ein Land wie Chile steht. 
Ich habe bei meinem Aufenthalt in Südamerika viel 
dazugelernt und viel erlebt, von dem der vorausgegan- 
genen Bericht nur ein kleiner Ausschnitt sein kann. Aus 
manchen der zahlreichen Begegnungen, die ich mit 
Menschen dort hatte, sind Freundschaften geworden. 
Ich kann mir heute vorstellen, auch einige Zeit als 
evangelischer Pfarrer in Chile zu arbeiten, Ich werde 
Chile und seiner Kirche verbunden bleiben. 
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John Pat, Papua New Guinea Kim Li Chong, Malaysia 
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ASIA YOUTH MEETING 


How are the churches going to meet the needs of the young people? How are the youth included in the spiri- 
tual life of the church? What can be done to avoid young people leaving the churches because they do not feel 
understood or included--or they don't understand what is going on? What are the common Asian challenges 
which can only be solved through cooperation... 


TWO-DAY MEETING... 


A lot of questions and concerns were thrown on the round table in the meeting room of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church of Malaysia and Singapore in Kuala Lumpur during the last days of April. Sixteen youth 
leaders representing eleven churches from six Asian countries gathered for an intense two-day discussion. 
Most of them were selected by their churches to attend the Asia Mission Consultation, a conference for church 
leaders, church representatives and mission agencies which also took place in Kuala Lumpur (KL among 
friends...) but in more luxurious surroundings. Some of the youth representatives not surprisingly found the 
YMCA hostel and church premises--where the Youth Meeting took place prior to the Asia Mission Consulta- 
tion, more suitable for church people than the 3-4 star hotel. But opinions were divided... 


INSPIRATION... 


The youth want changes, they demand development and seek new solutions, new ways of being true to the 
Gospel and living it out as Christ’s followers, they challenge old structures and ways of thinking. 


NETWORK... 


This inspiration led the participants to develop a plan for future youth cooperation in Asia. An in-depth shar- 
ing session revealed that there were challenges to be faced together, and that they needed a tool for working 
together. But if a regional network is going to function, there have to be national networks or bodies. The first 
challenge for the participants when they return to their churches will be to establish the national networks . 
where they do not yet exist. A working group in Malaysia has been given the responsibility of developing the 
objectives with the plan of also collecting responses from the numerous churches which were not present. 

The preliminary plan says that when the next LW-sponsored Asian Youth Conference comes up in 1994, it 
will elect an Asian Youth Council of six members who will meet twice a year and give directions to the youth 
work, guide the Youth Coordinator chosen for Asia and disseminate the information coming through the net- 
work from the churches in the region and from the LWF. Through the network there will be an exchange of 
programs, leadership training, camps and so forth, all with the objective of strengthening the youth work and 
widening perspectives. 
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PROBLEMS OF A MODERN 
GENERATION 


Christopher Lock, Singapore 


Youth are the future of the church. A church without 
youth is a dying church, facing imminent "death." 
Young people are full of energy and also most impres- 
sionable at their age. This does not represent a liability 
to the church. In fact, the church should recognize this 
as an asset to be exploited as much as possible. Church 
leaders should jump at this opportunity to mould the 
young. This most potent youthful energy, if properly 
channeled, can become the church’s most powerful in- 
strument for the expansion of Christ’s kingdom. Their 
enthusiasm and youthful zeal can overcome and will 
overcome any obstacles in our holy quest. 


This meeting, the LWF Asian Mission Consultation, 
has shed light on many problems faced by different 
nations, some specific only to their own regions, and 
others omnipresent throughout the world. This paper 
aims to bring an awareness to the problems and hope- 
fully be able to suggest some useful recommendations 
to solve them, 


NEED FOR RECOGNITION 


I suppose church leaders are already used to this prob- 
lem. There seems to be nothing more important to the 
youth than to be recognized. And the youth never 
seem to stop clamoring for more recognition. But what 
is this recognition that we are talking about? A medal 
of good service for all youth? A good word every now 
and then? 


This problem has to be solved from two angles. Both 
parties must compromise and contribute to the solu- 
tion. First, the leaders of the church must be ready to 
give young people responsibilities in the church. An 
opportune time to teach and mould our future leaders. 
The best kind of training that can be received is 
on-the-job training. We must remember, we are not 
going to live forever on this earth. We must teach to 
replace. We must prepare the leaders of tomorrow to 
take on and continue the challenge that Jesus called us 
to. 


ASIA 


Secondly, the youth should also take the initiative to 
do constructive work, Mere demands for attention are 
not good enough. Show yourselves to be efficient and 
trustworthy and any sane leader will be most prepared 
to assign you responsibilities. Show your potential for 
you cannot expect church leaders to leave the running 
of the church into the hands of fickle-minded, young 
and inexperienced people. 


CONTINUITY 


Where are the youth of ten years ago? Åre they still in 
church? Or has the church failed in retaining her 
sheep? The most enthusiastic Christians are usually 
people in their late teens and early twenties. But once 
they pass this period in their lives, and the realities of 
life set in, such as commitments to family, married 
life, taking over as bread-winner, career and so on. 
their interest in church and God declines and for some 
comes to a complete halt. 


Can we counter this problem? I think we can. The 
church should not only provide spiritual input but also 
provide a lifestyle, a way of hfe. Besides Bible study 
and Sunday school, social interaction programs should 
be organised to increase fellowship and strengthen 
friendship bonds. If achieved, these people will find it 
very unattractive to leave church. To leave church will 
then become like migrating to a foreign land where 
one løses one's friends, relatives and family. 


CHURCH MIGRATION 


The charismatic worship style is caught. The liturgical 
worship has to be taught. All churches have found this 
to be working against them. Young people, being vi- 
brant, are always on the lookout for fun and 
excitement and take very easily to the charismatic 
style of worship. Especially with pop music influence, 
hymns are no more the "in-thing.' Spontaneous ex- 
pression of worship is preferred to liturgical responses. 
Should we at this juncture contemplate modifying our 
liturgy? 


Liturgical worship is a beautiful thing. Spirit- inspired 
as the liturgy is made up of scriptural passages. Per- 
haps to attract the young, we should include in our 
present liturgy, segments that allow for spontaneous 
prayer, praise and worship. Sing hymns alongside con- 
temporary songs. This way we will not lose our rich 
Lutheran heritage and at the same time meet the needs 
of the young to be more expressive. 


It is common to hear people comment that the rich get 
richer and the poor get poorer. It is the same with the 
church. The more youth a church has, the more youth 
it will attract into its congregation. The less you have, 
the less you will end up with. Gregariousness is defi- 
nitely a trait of the young. 


It is a good thing that leaders can come together to 
share and exchange ideas and to learn about the situ- 
ation in other parts of the world, It gives us a better 
understanding of the world's situation which will en- 
able us to better appreciate what is happening in our 
own land. But ultimately, the onus is still on us to seek 
God's will and to offer ourselves as instruments of 
God, before we can become effective in carrying out 
the great commission. 
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YOUTH AND MISSION 
Susan Mary A. Yasol, The Philippines 


As a young woman who participated in this youth meeting I have leamed very much from the sessions, espe- 
cially from the reports of each Asian youth representative. Through their reports they helped me widen my 
understanding and opened my eyes to the issues and problems of youth in Asia. During the meeting, as I ob- 
served, everybody was given some time to give voice to their ideas, feelings, and reactions regarding youth 
issues in their country, there was no racial discrimination. Everybody cooperated well in the discussions and 
were willing to share their opinions. Each country shared their talents with their own native songs, performing 
magic to evangelize people, and so on. I also experienced that the participants had a sense of oneness in deal- 
ing with solutions to Asian youth issues and problems regarding their spirituality, development and 
participation outside the church in witnessing to others. 


I’m so glad that the youth also participated well during the Asian Mission Consultation . They were given the 
opportunity to express and discuss their needs in this consultation. I observed that all the bishops, pastors and 
other church leaders were very concerned about the needs of youth regarding their spiritual development and 
how they can modify their worship to suit the needs of the youth in their churches. What the youth did during 
the consultation was very much appreciated, especially when they led the evening program and fellowship, 
were able to share their talents, and when Ms. Jollify Daniel led the evening devotion. The participation of the 
youth helped open the eyes of the church leaders to the fact that the needs of the youth should be given wide 
attention and that their voices should be heard. 


My conclusion from these two gatherings is that the youth was given the opportunity to participate well and 
the church leaders were very much concerned about their needs. I thank God for giving us the opportunity for 
fellowship with one another, for the widening of His kingdom on earth. 


VOICE FROM INDIA 


John Andrias, India 


In most Asian nations there are youth meetings at the national level and also youth programs at state, district 
and village levels. There are many activities such as Bible study programs, group discussions, singing and mu- 
sic. 


But Asian youth have no opportunities to take on new challenges. There are no responses from the old church 
leaders” side. They do not give youth any chances to prepare church services, no encouragement to learn, to 
teach, to start new networks wherever applicable in the church. The sermons of old pastors are too old, not 
about practical experiences, not about life, and the liturgies and hymns are also old. New hymns and some 
modernization should take place so that young people become excited about the church. 


The youth leaders would like to have more support from the church leaders when they try to respond to the 
mission challenges in their own way in different societies. One way of being partners in mission, where evan- 
gelization is not allowed, is to show Jesus Christ through practical work. Through social action, like repairing 
wells or digging roads in the villages, youth are witnessing to their faith. Youth want to be encouraged and 
recognized in this task. 


However, during the days spent at the LWF Asia Mission Consultation, youth were very much encouraged by 
the church leaders to come forward, were given good guidance and also had chances to prepare devotions. 
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YOUTH CONCERNS FROM SABAH 


Jollify Daniel, Malaysia 


There are fifty-four churches (native congregations) 
including chapels in Sabah. The administration in our 
congregations is separated from the Chinese congrega- 
tions. The Chinese congregations are the "mother" 
church, but they only concern themselves with the 
mission work, We have to manage our own admini- 
stration and development in our congregations, but the 
bishop belongs to these two congregations. 


The Youth Parish Council started in 1985 and in this 
council we have tried to gather youth, to have fellow- 
ship and to voice our needs to the pastor's committee 
which is the only way to recommend our needs to the 
mission work committee. 


LACK OF LEADERS 


Many of these congregations do not have leaders or 
pastors. One pastor has to take care of four or five 
chapels and in villages far apart from each other. 
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YOUTH MIGRATION 


Because of education or school problems, a lot of 
youth seek better education and therefore go to other 
places like the city or overseas to further their studies. 
Most of them are active members in the church and so 
the church loses most of the good leaders. Youth also 
migrate for better work opportunities 


UNEMPLOYMENT 


The highest percentage of unemployment is among the 
youth. Most of them are in the rural areas. Youth who 
drop out of school and uneducated youth become de- 
pressed by their situation. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


Christian education materials are very difficult to find, 
especially in Malay languages. We are presently using 
material from Indonesia for Sunday school, but the 
material is not good and teachers have difficulty in un- 
derstanding it. But we do not have any choice so we 
use it, and we arrange Sunday school training for 
teachers every three months. This training is con- 
ducted by the seminary students and lecturers because 
this is the only group which realizes the need for sys- 
tematic education. This training has already been 
carried out for three years and we find that a lot has 
improved. Because of this we plan to widen it into 
education for junior youth and youth. Spiritual matters 
are very important for becoming better Christians and 
also to build a strong faith. This will help dissaude 
youth from changing churches. 


WITNESSING THEIR FAITH 


To witness faith in multireligious and multicultural so- 
cieties is a problem for the youth. If we ask youth to 
witness as Christians, that means that they have to live 
out their faith in the non-Christian culture. This ie 
vokes criticism from both other Christians as well as 
from non-Christians. i 


Future planning: 


Since our congregations are very young, we are now 
struggling for better administration or management in 
our congregations. In future, our congregations will 
have their own department for all sections. In this case 
we need to train youth either in theological studies or 
in leadership so that we will have strong personnel to 
be leaders or ministers to serve and build up these con- 
gregations. 


In my opinion, our youth need more information about 
youth from other countries so that they will realize 
that there is a lack of social awareness of youth activi- 
ties. 
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YOUTH … PARTNERS IN MISSION 


Reflections from the Asia Youth Meeting presented 
at the Asia Mission Consultation 


Janet Calado, The Philippines, LWF Council Member 


Prior to this consultation, Asian youth, representing 
eleven member churches, had a two-day youth meeting 
to share and discuss youth participation and involvement 
in church ministry, particularly in sharing God's gifts, 
love and Word to all people. We discussed how the 
church can utilize the talents and abilities of youth and 
how to mobilize youth to become instruments of God's 
mission. 


At this meeting we came up with some concerns and is- 

sues which we wanted to share in the LWF Asia Mission 

Consultation. There have also been regional youth gath- 

erings, held in previous years, e.g. in Jerusalem in 1987 

| with the theme "Lutheran Youth Confessing Christ in 

Asia’ and the Asian Youth Conference in Madras, India, 

| in 1989 with the theme "Participation, Unity and Ac- 

A tion.” We would like the LWF member churches to 

A consider the evaluation and recommendations which re- 

b sulted from these conferences and also the findings of 
the youth from the above mentioned two-day meeting. 





2] We have identified four fields of youth concerns: 


IN THE LUTHERAN CHURCHES 


Among reasons why youth attendance in church is decreasing and why some are joining other denominations 
are these: 


Lack of participation in worship life. As youth we feel we do not belong to the Sunday worship, the youth are 
not directly participating and mostly elderly people do the reading of the Bible or the collecting of offerings. 
We would like the churches to know and become aware of the talents and abilities of youth, like leading a 
choir, reading the Bible during worship and to give youth more freedom to develop our own liturgy on a 
scheduled basis. ' 


The youth feel that the worship is monotonous and finds that it seldom meets their mental and spiritual needs. 
Youth, as others, want to experience spirituality. Pattems of worship should be modified, such as introducing 
different music, skits, dramas, puppets, and so forth. We want to find a way of expressing and manifesting our 
spirituality and faith in God through worship. Youth want the church to formulate local patterns of worship 
and make efforts to contextualize faith in Jesus Christ. 


The doctrines are not related to experiences in life. Confirmation lessons emphasize knowledge of the doc- 
trine, but not experience of it in the heart. We want the doctrines simphfied so that we can understand them. 
Topics like Trinity, doctrine of salvation, eschatology, are among those we would like to discover. 


IN A SECULARIZED SOCIETY 


Socio-economic pressure: Youth suffer because of unemployment, underemployment, materialism and pov- 
erty like all others and therefore participate less and less in church activities. We would like the church to 
develop programs for training in special skills for different jobs, like livestock, vegetable farming and so on. 
OO groups would like to be encouraged to have fund-raising activities for their projects--like buying musi- 
cal instruments. 


Psychological and sociological problems: Because of the breakdown of traditional cultures and structures, 
we find ourselves alienated and lonely due to changing attitudes and perceptions. Western ideas influence and 
make the family more isolated. Youth would like to have opportunities for counseling to discuss such prob- 
lems and need pastors to talk with. 
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How to deal with socio-economic injustices and problems in society such as poverty, discrimination, 
peace and human rights issues: The contemporary challenges often faced by youth are rarely taken up in 
worship. Youth would like to be part of Christian worship which would lead to action, especially toward 
justice and peace. Not dealing with these issues in a sermon and in worship weakens the spirituality of youth. 
This kind of "safe" and "comfortable" worship, avoiding the burning issues of a given context, results in lack 
of action in tackling the needs of youth. Often the sermon does not relate to the social realities of life, espe- 
cially the need to address injustice and oppression in society. As youth we feel that such an action is also one 
way of manifesting and expressing our spirituality, not only in church but also to other people. 


Youth want to know about the socio-economic conditions of the different Asian countries and the changes they 
are experiencing in order to become aware of the present conditions of youth in the other churches. Through 
group discussions, lectures and interactions, youth will be able to reflect on the changes faced by the churches 
as well as in society 


IN OTHER CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


Asian youth want to know about other Christian churches in order to work on similarities and differences and 
be enabled to establish patterns of cooperation. Youth recognize the need to work together with other Chris- 
tian churches on certain areas of concern and try to offer possible solutions. In addition, this is also one way of 
understanding each other as Christians. Possible areas of cooperation were identified: social services pro- 
grams, where we can extend our services to other denominations, such as hospitals, day-care centers, and so 
on; on ecumenical issues where Christians come together and work on human rights like the Palestinian issue. 
Also, some of the delegates in previous meetings cooperated with other Christian denominations in translating 
the Bible, as in the case of the Japanese youth. Youth should also be encouraged to participate in ecumenical 
movements dealing with issues like environment awareness-building. 


IN OTHER WORLD RELIGIONS 


We are aware that the Church in Asia is a minority among world religions such as Hinduism, Islam, Bud- 
dhism, and so forth. We are also aware that this challenge entails prolonged suffering as well as social and 
political problems. However, we believe that as confessing Christians we have to share God’s gifts, love and 
Word to all people. 


As youth we are faced with this kind of challenge and we urge the churches to consider some of the proposals 
made in past Asian youth meetings: to help youth acquire knowledge of other faiths to enable them to have a 
positive dialogue with others; through social services where young people could serve other people with differ- 
ent religious backgrounds; by living a Christian lifestyle before people of other faiths, and holding regional 
and interregional, national and international consultations for youth, and to discuss the issues of religious fa- 
naticism, cults and new religious movements in Asia. The theme "Confessing Christ Among Other World 
Religions,” was proposed. This should also include a study on the question of effective and faithful witness, 
especially on the attractiveness of these other religions to youth and its implications on the spiritual growth of 
youth. 


Other concerns and issues included migration of youth to the cities which weakens the leadership of rural 
youth organizations, and human rights issues like: the Dalit system in India which particularly affects women; 
human rights of the Korean minorities in Japan and other areas; the youth in Hong Kong after 1997, and peace 
and justice in the Middle East. 
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A LETTER FROM THE NORDIC REGION 


Como estao amigos? 


From February 15-17, 1391 most of the Nordic youth who participated in the Pre-Assembly 
Youth Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina or the General Assembly in Curitiba, Brazil, met 
in Stockholm, Sweden. We decided to take this opportunity (greetings to all the friends from 
one or both of these unforgettable events!!) and send in some of our thoughts and ideas 
after the weekend. 


As the picture shows, it was rather cold that weekend, 6 degrees Celsius BELOW zero during 
the warmest hour of the day! But the expensive, dark and somewhat empty city, which had 
welcomed us rather unwillingly, also showed its nicer parts during a wonderful Saturday 
afternoon walk in the glittering snow. Unfortunately, the lack of the Icelandic participants 


made our reunion incomplete, but with the presence of the Estonian participant, we managed 
to overcome this great loss. 


Our aim for the weekend was to evaluate some of our experiences, talk about what we had done 
since Curitiba, and discuss plans for the future. And general impressions, slides, Brazilian 
songs, Estonian chocolate and Finnish beer were shared together with intense debates about 
what we, as youth, can and wish to contribute to the LWF. Some of our discussions resulted 
in the following thoughts: 


We are only too much aware of the fact that we are privileged in many ways. In other regions 
it is nearly impossible to invite people to such an evaluation, due to geographic, economic 
and other problems. Nevertheless, we want to stress how important it has been for us, and we 
therefore recommend that other regions arrange similar evaluations, where concrete actions 
can be discussed and planned, and if possible include others from national churches and 
organizations. 


During the weekend many topics were discussed... What do we actually want the new approxi- 
mately 17 percent youth representation for? How can we ensure that such an influence is 
used positively, and not just as a springboard for a personal career? How to build up a 
network between the different national youth organizations, the regional youth representa- 
tive and the LWF WITHOUT overburdening either one of them? How can the national youth 
organizations work as a remedy for the youth representative?... These were some of the ques- 
tions we came down to, and perhaps we had more questions than answers, but if one has to 
take out just one key word, it would be COMMUNICATION. Because we sincerely hope that the 
youth members in the decision-making bodies will not just become part of a bureaucracy NO- 
BODY really wants. We hope they can be representative, as is implicit in the meaning of the 
word. Much has happened during the last year, and as an issue within many (local, national 
or international) problems we find communication. 


Structure is nothing in itself. All the offices in the Ecumenical Center in Geneva are 
nothing but respirators on stand-by, ready to help someone hang on to life! In a period 
where the churches are turning inwards, and the politicians are turning conservative, while 
almost the whole world is praising the wonders of the freemarket, the communication issue is 
more important than ever. And especially in our Nordic countries, we see how growing igno- 
rance and expanding discrimination walk hand-in-hand with less and less communication. So 
what we want to make clear is that effective communication is the fundamental element in 


behavior between people, and therefore also in promoting in the LWF structures the new con- 
cept of real communion. 


Yours sincerely, 
Nordic youth for a new defined Nordic-Baltic region!!! 
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OBJECTIVES FULFILLED... 


GENEVA, April 1991: A team of former Ad hoc Youth Committee members, former commission members 
and some present Council members met here in Geneva to evaluate the LWF Youth and Students Program in 
the 84-90 period with special emphasis on the Pre-Assembly Youth Conference (PAYC) which took place last 
year in Argentina. The evaluation process had been postponed twice because of the recent change in Geneva 
staff. 


Three days of discussion on previous and future programs resulted in many observations and recommenda- 
tions, ranging from the general "it is recommended to have a PAYC," to the more specific that typewriters 
should be functioning. The team did not find it useful to evaluate each program item in the PAYC, but concen- 
trated on the objectives and whether they were fulfilled. According to the group, the objectives concerning 
fellowship, reflection and preparation of Assembly participants and stewards were fulfilled. The only problem 
with the program, was that there was too much of it... The Bible study especially was regarded to be both crea- 
tive and inclusive as well as important for the fulfillment of the objectives for the whole conference. Unful- 
filled objectives were those on evaluation of the LWF Youth and Students program and recommendations for 
future programs and involvement of youth. This was mainly due to time constraints during the conference, but 
also to the fact that it was difficult to make the regional groups work well on these issues. 


The final document with recommendations presented to the Assembly was also discussed with regard to time 
taken struggling over words. Especially when the impact of the document is taken into consideration, the time 
could have been spent differently, was the shared opinion. Critical remarks with regard to the ownership of the 
document and the follow-up from the participants in their own countries, were also raised. Obviously this part 
of the "conference culture" has to be under constant discussion, still realizing that it is important to be trained 
in democratic procedures. 


For future programs, the team recommended a strong emphasis on regional and subregional conferences con- 
nected with regional study programs as well as visitations. A lengthy discussion on the new time and venue 
connection of the Regional Church Leaders Conferences organized by the regional desks and the regional 
Youth Conferences ended up in recommending an evaluation after gaining experience. The coordination is 
supposed to save expenses and secure youth participation. Fear was expressed that the specific youth issues 
will get lost if the conferences are tied too strongly together and that choice of time and venue will be limited. 


The team appreciated the possibility to come together and evaluate what they in different ways have been part 


of in the previous period, hoping that their experiences, advice and recommendations will be kept in mind for 
the future. 
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In this issue of the Youth Letter, we have the privilege to present a story. It is written by Huldrych Blanke, a 
pastor in the Reformed Church in Switzerland. We are printing it in its original version as a courtesy to all 
our German-speaking readers, and as a challenge to others... 

Usually the contributions in the Youth Letter are written by youth or youth leaders in our constituency. This 
story comes from the other side, from the "grown-ups" side. It tells about the pastor's feelings and attitudes 
toward a young couple who wants their child baptised. He admits that the young mother's mini-skirt and the 


young father’s mustache colored his view, as they came and asked for the baptism only two days in advance. 
The story tells further that they were late for church, and that the pastor had to find a stand-in, 80- year- old 


Simon, for the godfather, since he didn't show up. 


Half a year later the young couple visited again. This time with tears in their eyes, they wanted to arrange 
the funeral for old Simon, he had died the same morning. After the baptism they had seen Simon regularly, 
visited him, invited him for dinner, and he took them to the forest which he loved . They felt that they should 
take care of him when he fell sick because he had no family. The pastor had visited Simon only once in all 
the years Simon had been coming to church, the young couple revealed his prejudices both against young 


and old... 


SIMONS LICHTMESS 


Erzåhlung von Huldrych Blanke 


(Aus: "Saemann” - Evang.-reformierte Monatszeitung, 
Bern, Februar 1991) 


Es war an einem Freitagabend, nach dem Jugendgot- 
tesdienst. Ich stand auf dem Kirchplatz, im Lärm und 
Gestank der Töffli, als plötzlich neben mir ein Auto 
hielt, rot-blau gestromt. Ein junges Paar sass darin, er 
mit Schnauz, sie hielt ein Kind. Er drehte die Scheibe 
herunter: 

"Sind sie der Pfarrer?" 

"Ja", sagte ich, gefasst: Eine Klage wegen der Töffli. 
"Ist das die Kirche?" 

"Ta. A 

"Reformiert?" 

"Ja." 

"Das ist gut. Wir möchten taufen." 

"Gem", sagte ich. Ich zeigte ihnen einen Platz fiirs 
Auto, Datsun, eine Occasion, und wir gingen hinein, 
ins Biiro, wo wir uns setzten. Ich zog ein Formular aus 
der Schublade. i 

"Wann denn?" 

"Am Sonntag.” 

"Übermorgen?" 

Sie nickten. 

"Ihr kommt spät", sagte ich und notierte: "2. Februar, 
9.30 Uhr", daneben am Rand: Organist, neues Lied. 
"Ja, kann man nicht später?" 

"Nein. Der Gottesdienst beginnt um 9.30 Uhr." 
"Bitte", bat sie. "Seine Eltern kommen aus dem Elsass, 
der Götti aus Besancon..." 

Ich schüttelte den Kopf. "Es geht nicht, leider." 

"Bei uns geht es", sagte er. 

"Es muss aber reformiert sein", sagte sie, "wegen 
meiner Eltern..." 

"Tut mir leid", sagte ich. 

Sie sahen sich an, achselzuckend. "Dann halt 9.30 
Uhr it 


Ja, ich hatte ein Vorurteil. Dieser Schnauz. Der Mini- 
rock, im Januar. Sie waren zugezogen vor einem Jahr, 
in die Sozialwohnungen. Das Kind musste 

getauft sein, wer weiss warum... Ein herziges Kind. 
"Ein Mädchen?” 

"Ein Bub." 

"Wie heisst er?" 

"Adamo." Auch das noch. "Fast biblisch", sagte ich. 
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"Wie kommt ihr dazu?" 

"Er singt so schön." 

"Wer? - er?" 

Sie lachten. "Adamo, der Sänger." 

Ein Sänger also... Nicht der schlechteste, erfuhr ich 
später. Dann begann ich zu belehren, ausführlich. Die 
Taufe. Die Taufe gehört in den Gottesdienst. Das ist 
ihr Sinn. Aufnahme in die Gemeinde. Ein Zeichen, 
kein Sakrament... 

Sie nickten, eifrig. Es war ihnen recht so. 

"Dann also am Sonntag. Um 9.20 Uhr erwarte ich euch 
drüben" - ich zeigte zur Kirche hinüber - "in der Sak- 
ristei, mit Gotte und Götti. Die andern Taufgäste gehen 
gleich in die Kirche. In der ersten Reihe ist für sie re- 
serviert." Ich stand auf und streckte ihnen die Hand 
hin. "Auf Wiedersehen, am Sonntag." 


Es war fünf vor halb, als sie endlich kamen, hastig und 
unvollständig... "Wo ist der Götti?" fragte ich. 

"Eben", sagte sie. "Ein Stau vielleicht", sagte er, aber 
sie lachte: "Der kann nie pünktlich sein." 

Ich orientierte den Sigrist: "Der Götti fehlt noch" und 
liess die Tür offen. So sah man hinaus ins Foyer. 
"Wenn er nicht mehr kommt...? fragten sie ängstlich. 
"Dann sollte ihn jemand vertreten. Jemand aus der Fa- 
milie am besten..." Sie sahen sich an, schüttelten die 
Köpfe. "Wir sind nicht viele... viele Frauen... Mein 
Bruder... war entäuscht, weil wir seinen Bruder..." 
Vielleicht der Sigrist, dachte ich. Oder jemand vom 
Kirchenvorstand? Da ging draussen gerade Simon vor- 
bei, pünktlich wie jeden Sonntag, aufrecht mit seinen 
80 Jahren. Simon? Warum nicht? Es war höchste Zeit. 
"Simon", rief ich, "bitte, komm schnell herein... - eine 
Bitte: Könntest du den Götti vertreten...?" Ich zeigte 
auf Adamo. 

"Ich?" 

"Ja, bitte." Ich erklärte kurz alles. "Es ist dringend. 
Bitte." 

Er nickte, hatte verstanden, und ich stellte ihn vor, 
kurz: "Simon Huber, unser treuer..." Fast hätte ich 
Knecht gesagt. 


Simon war Gemeindearbeiter gewesen. 750 Jahre treu 
und hilfsbereit’ stand auf der silbernen Uhr, die er trug 
am silbernen Kettchen. Er wohnte im alten Gemeindes- 
tall, oben drin in der ehemaligen Knechtswohnung. 
Einmal war ich bei ihm gewesen. Ein kleiner Eiseno- 
fen strahlte Hitze aus, doch von unten, wo jetzt Geräte 
lagerten, drang die Kälte herauf. Sein Gehör liess zu 
wünschen übrig. Nein, an den Altersnachmittagen 
kommt er nicht. Er geht in die Predigt. Ob er mich 





hóren kann, fragte ich. Darum sitzt er vorn. Nein, 
einen Hórapparat braucht er nicht. Ich hatte das Ge- 
fühl, er war froh, als ich ging, mit eiskalten füssen. 


Simon vertrat den Gott, im letzten Moment. Die 
Glocken verstummten, die Orgel begann zu spielen, 
der Sigrist öffnete die Tür, und wir zogen hinein, unter 
Orgelgebraus, und tauften den schlafenden Adamo. Si- 
mons Ja hörte man deutlich. Dann begann ich zu 
predigen, über Lukas 2,25-35, Simeon im Tempel, und 
unter der Kanzel sass Simon, sein Namensvetter, und 
es kam mir nicht in den Sinn. 


Als wir hinauszogen, eine Stunde später, stand draus- 
sen der Götti, etwas verlegen. Er war in der andern 
Kirche gewesen, pünktlich, in der katholischen. Er 
hatte gewartet und gewartet. Schliesslich, als es dort 
zum zweiten Mal begann, hatte er den Sigristen ge- 
fragt, und der hat ihn hergeschickt, und jetzt ist er hier. 
"Hauptsache, du kommst recht zum Essen", sagte der 
Vater, "du hattest einen süperben Ersatzmann. - Si- 
mon”, rief er, "Simon!" und ich sah noch, wie Simon 
dem Götti die Hand drückte. 


Ein halbes Jahr sah ich Adamos Eltern nicht mehr. 
Dann standen sie unerwartet unter der Haustür, mit 
Tränen in den Augen. "Er ist gestorben." 

"Wer?" fragte ich erschrocken und dachte einen Mo- 
ment lang an Adamo, der nicht dabei war. 

"Simon." 

"Simon?" - Ja, er war nicht dagewesen am Sonntag. 
Schon länger nicht mehr. "So plötzlich”, stammelte 
ich. 

"Ja, ziemlich..." 

Sie kamen wegen der Beerdigung, was mich erstaunte. 
Wir gingen hinein, setzten uns. Ich zog ein Formular 
aus der Schublade. 

"Leider wusste ich nichts. War er krank?" 

"Ja..." sagten sie, "nein. Eine Kerze, die am Ver- 
löschen ist, sagte der Arzt." 

"Starb er im Spital?" 

"Nein." Sie haben ein wenig zu ihm geschaut. Er hatte 
sonst niemand. Ein Junggeselle. Sie erzählte mir alles, 
der Reihe nach. Sie hatten ihn zum Essen eingeladen, 
an jenem Sonntag. 

"Kam er?" fragte ich erstaunt. 

"Ja. Er freute sich. Er hielt sogar eine Rede." 

"Eine Rede mm 

"Er gratulierte. Dann sagte er ein Gedicht auf.” 

"Ein Gedicht?" 

"Ja, dasselbe, das Sie vorgelesen haben, auf der Kan- 
zel. Er nahm Adamo auf den Arm und sagte es auf." 
"Das ganze? Auswendig...?" 

"Ich weiss nicht. Ich glaube... Von einem Knecht... 
von einem Licht... dass er jetzt ruhig sterben kann...” 
Nein, sie hielt mir keinen Vortrag. Sie erzählte mir 
einfach, was geschehen war, ohne Hintergedanken. 
Die hatte ich selber. 


"Er kam vorbei nach der Taufe und brachte ein 
Geschenklein für Adamo, einen Rolli. Ein paar Tage 
später kam er wieder und fragte, wie es ihm geht. So 
bin ich manchmal auch zu thm gegangen, beim 
Spazieren, im Vorbeiweg. Einmal fragte er: Geht ihr 
in die Breitmatten? Als er hörte, dass ich noch nie dort 
war, zeigte er uns den Weg. Er hatte früher gearbeitet 
dort. Er kannte jeden Baum, jeden Strauch, Plätze, wo 
sonst keiner hinkommt. Es ist schön dort. Es hat Tiere. 
Am meisten freute sich Adamo über die Enten. Simon 
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hatte altes Brot in der Tasche und fütterte sie. Er hatte 
Namen für alle. Am Sonntag darauf lud er uns ein zu 
einem Picknick, dann zu einem Bier in der Wirtschaft. 
Dann wurde er krank. Er kam nicht mehr vorbei, und 
wir gingen nachsehen. Er lag im Bett, bleich, freute 
sich, als wir kamen. Es ist soweit, sagte er. Was denkst 
du, riefen wir und telefonierten dem Arzt. Der unter- 
suchte ihn, begann vom Spital, wo man versorgt ist, 
doch Simon schüttelte den Kopf. Da versprachen wir, 
nach ihm zu sehen." Sie wischte sich eine Träne weg. 
"Heute morgen ist er nicht mehr erwacht." 

"Nun lässest du, Herr, deinen Knecht in Frieden dah- 
ingehn..." 

"Noch etwas", sagten sie. "Es soll ein Leichenmahl ge- 
ben. Bitte sagen Sie es. Alle sind eingeladen, Im 
Restaurant Breitmatten." 

"Gut, dass ihr daran denkt", sagte ich. "Das könnte die 
politische Gemeinde bezahlen, für ihren alten Mitarbe- 
iter. Ich werde..." 

"Nein" widersprachen sie, "nicht die Gemeinde...” Sie 
gerieten ins Stocken. "Wir... er... Er hat uns ein Spar- 
heft geschenkt, vor 14 Tagen. 107000 Franken. Wir 
wollten nicht. Aber er wollte. Für Adamo. Und erst 
noch die silberne Uhr. Nehmt, sagte er, es bleibt noch 
genug." 


Es war eine grosse Beerdigung. Vertreter der poli- 
tischen Gemeinde waren da, vor allem viele 
Kirchgängerinnen und Kirchgänger. Es gab Kränze 
und Blumen, eine Geige zur Orgel. Auch ich gab mein 
Bestes. Dann das Leichenmahl: die Sonntagsgemeinde 
an Tischen versammelt, eine grosse Familie, Marcel 
und Myrta mit Agnes und mir in der Mitte. Seine Er- 
sparnisse, erfuhr ich später, waren für das unlängst 
eröffnete Frauenhaus bestimmt, was da und dort ein 
Kopfschütteln hervorrief. "Das ist wegen seiner Mut- 
ter", erklärte mir Myrta, ein halbes Jahr später, als sie 
wegen der Taufe des Zweiten Kindes erschienen. "Sie 
hatte es schwer." Das Kind hiess Simona. 
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Youth Letter 29, issued in December 1990, was a special issue on the United Nations Declaration on Chil- 
dren's Rights. More than fifty countries have signed the convention, but there are still many who have not yet 
ratified it. As a follow-up to that issue, we have gathered a lot of messages and news concerned with the condi- 
tions under which children live and die. These messages show both the challenges facing the world community 
and the lack of action taken. They also show the hope carried by those who work in solidarity with children. 
We hope the message will encourage children and youth in our churches and societies to guestion how chil- 
dren's plight in different countries could be addressed on the agenda of the churches. Keep us informed about 
what happens or what does not happen in your countries and churches. We'll definitely be coming back to 


this! 


FROM LUTHERAN WORLD INFORMATION: 
(Iwi)... 


AFRICA PREDICTS MANY MORE STREET 
CHILDREN BY YEAR 2000 


Nairobi, Kenya, May 16 -- The number of street chil- 
dren in Africa will rise to 15 million by the year 2000, 
according to a report by the African Network for the 
Prevention and Protection Against Child Abuse and 
Neglect (ANPPCAN). The Nairobi-based organiza- 
tion has predicted that, if current trends continue, 
today’s estimated three million street children in Af- 
rica will have gone up to 15 million by the year 2000. 
The organization, which promotes child welfare in 
Africa, says the phenomenon of street children is di- 
rectly linked with rapid urbanization of Africa. The 
continent’s urbanization rate is more than 5 precent, 
according to ANPPCAN’s "Childwatch Newsletter.” 


AFRICAN CHILDREN CAUGHT BETWEEN WAR 
AND FAMINE 


London, April 11 -- More than 15 million children in 
Africa are caught between war and famine. A new re- 
port released here March 6 by "Save the Children" 
documents the conditions faced by children in five of 
the worst affected countries--Sudan, Ethiopia, An- 
gola, Mozambique and Liberia. The report says the 
situation is so serious that the organization will 
launch a major appeal soon. The report "Children 
Under Fire," examines the particular impact of the 
current famine on children together with the effects of 
war in Africa. The report shows that 12 million chil- 
dren in Africa face food shortages caused by a 
combination of drought, war, and economic difficul- 
ties; a further 3.5 million children are caught up by 
war and drought in Somalia; more than 3 million 
children have lost their homes; over 250,000 children 
in just three of the countries (Liberia, Angola and 
Mozambique) have lost or are separated from one or 
both of their parents; there have been over 1 million 
war-related child deaths in Sudan, Angola and Mo- 
zambique. 


AFRICA CALLED TO COMMIT ITSELF TO UN 
CONVENTION ON RIGHTS OF CHILDREN 


Nairobi, Kenya, March 28 -- Africa must commit it- 
self to the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child in order to effectively tackle the problem 
of street children, a leading African lawyer said here. 
The chairman of the Kenya Law Reform Commis- 
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sion, Justice Emmanuel O’Kubasu, described the large 
number of homeless children as "a monster eating 
away the moral fabric of our society," reports the All 
Afrıca Press Service. O’Kubasu was speaking at a 
workshop on street children organized by the National 
Council of Churches of Kenya (NCCK) in conjunction 
with the Harare-based Ecumenical Documentation and 
Information Center for Eastern and Southern Africa 
(EDICESA) March 4-8. 


“During the 1950s and 1960s, we did rise to the chal- 
lenges of colonialism. So, we should also attack the 
violations of the rights of children," O’Kubasu said. 
He cited 15 laws which Kenya can use to protect and 
promote the rights of children. The law provides that 
children should be removed from undesirable sur- 
roundings "and the streets are just that,” he said. 


O’Kubasu stressed that the children on the streets are 
not second-class citizens. They also have equal rights 
and therefore should be protected. He pointed out that 
the underlying problem is poverty which has to be at- 
tacked and eradicated. NCCK General Secretary 
Samuel Kobia told workshop participants that there are 
an estimated 30,000 children on the streets in Nairobi 
today. 


"It is an acute problem which is spreading to other ur- 
ban centers," he stressed. Like O’Kubasu, Kobia 
singled out poverty as the root cause and requested 
participants to address themselves to the problem of 
poverty in society, and how it forces mothers to send 
their children to the streets. 


GIRLS IN THIRD WORLD SERIOUSLY 
DISADVANTAGED, UNICEF REPORTS 


Geneva, Feb. 28--Girls in many developing countries 
are often treated much worse than boys, even to the ex- 
tent of physical neglect which can lead to death. This 
conclusion was reached by the United Nations chil- 
dren’s organization UNICEF following several studies 
that have now been published here. 


According to the studies, girls--particularly in the rural 
areas of underdeveloped countries--are at a serious dis- 
advantage. The number of girls in India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh who die as the result of neglect is "signifi- 
cantly higher" than the number of boys. In these 
countries, according to UNICEF statistics, every sixth 
girl dies as the result of family neglect. 


Another UNICEF study shows that in Malaysia the 
tume spent woking by girls aged five years and 





upwards is about 75 percent longer than that of boys 
of the same age. Ås a result of discrimination against 
girls and "sex selective abortion," the number of men 
already significanlty exceeds that of women in a few 
Asian countries. Official statistics reveal that in Paki- 
stan there are only 1,000 women for every 1,104 men. 


UNICEF concludes that the "preference íor male 
births is spread throughout the world,” but that it is 
taken to extremes in Hindu, Mushm and Chinese so- 
cieties. To break down the discrimination against 
girls, UNICEF recommends that govemments and pri- 
vate organizations promote the same level of care for 
girls as for boys, and should ensure that educational 
programs do not perpetuate traditions that justify dis- 
crimination against girls. 


VIETNAMESE CHILDREN ARE FOCUS FOR 
LUTHERAN REFUGEE AGENCY 


Washington, April 11 -- Some 2,500 children are liv- 
ing without parents in squalid camps in Hong Kong, 
according to refugee worker Kathleen Howe speaking 
at the annual national conference of Lutheran Immi- 
gration and Refugee Service (LIRS) here last month. 
Howe, who works for the Hong Kong Joint Voluntary 
Agency (JVA), said almost no action has been taken 
on behalf of the refugee children. 


Howe described to the LIRS conference a "sad situ- 
ation for all Vietnamese fleeing to Hong Kong. 
Those who arrived since June 1988 have been held in 
20 detention centers, she said. Unless screened by the 
Hong Kong government as genuine refugees eligible 
for resettlement in a third country, they are stuck in 
the centers or face voluntary repatriation. To date, 
about 7,000 have gone back to Vietnam under the aus- 
pices of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), but more than 16,000 judged not 
to be refugees remain in Hong Kong with their future 
unresolved. 


The plight of the Vietnamese children "is the one I 
have the hardest trouble with," said Howe, who before 
joining the Hong Kong JVA was an LIRS regional di- 
rector for Southern California. The population of the 
detention centers includes approximately 15,000 mi- 
nors, of whom 2,500 are alone or unaccompanied by 
adults. Under the screening process introduced in 
June 1989, unaccompanied minors were seen as "par- 
ticularly vulnerable" and "the first among the first" to 
be handled by a special committee related to the 
UNHCR. However, the three-member committee did 
not begin functioning until a year later. Howe esti- 
mated that without more personnel the committee 
cannot complete the present 2,500-minor caseload be- 
fore 1996. She vowed fast action on the committee's 
first case approved for resettlement late last year -- a 
15-year-old orphan named Dinh Khac Kgan from 
Haiphong. In detention for a year and a half, he was 
on his way to the United States within one month of 
his release, to start a new life under the LIRS foster 
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care program. 


Howe's office has tracked more than 100 Vietnamese 
children left behind in the detention centers for 
handling by the special committee while older broth- 
ers and sisters with whom they came to Hong Kong 
have been granted refugee status and resettled. 
"We're creating--and we're part of the system too— 
truly unaccompanied minors out of accompanied mi- 
nors. It just isn’t right," she said. “We're hoping and 
pushing for the most practical solution, that they be 
considered as a family unit." Plans for helping unac- 
companied minors "screened in" as refugees include 
having a volunteer minors coordinator at Hong Kong's 
so-called open refugee camp at Pillar Point and even- 
tually a group home for them. 


"OUR WORLD NEWS" - WORLD ASSOCIA- 
TION OF GIRL GUIDES AND GIRL SCOUTS: 


England--At a seminar in February, attended by 23 
young leaders from 17 countries representing four 
WAGGGS’ regions, Målfrid Flekkøy, the first om- 
budsman for children, from Norway, talked on The 
Rights of the Child highlighting the Movement's po- 
tential in helping to make children's rights a reality. 
Participants shared information on the contributions 
that their countries and National Organizations had 
made to the adoption of The Convention on the Rights 
of the Child. 


Paraguay--Girl Scouts in Paraguay are involved in a 
three-year child health project in cooperation with 
UNICEF. The Girl Scouts Association provides the 
physical support in the form of four groups of mem- 
bers aged 14-18 and UNICEF the necessary 
instruction and medicines. 


The project started with a population census con- 
ducted by the Girl Scouts in the poor districts of 
Banado Tacumbu in the Pelpincho district and the 
Villa Tres de Febrero. The census was used to acer- 
tain the children's ages, the number of families and the 
number of pregnant women. Once the results bad 
been processed by UNICEF, the needs of the commu- 
nities were identified and training courses introduced 
accordingly. 


Girl Scouts were then able to implement programs in 
oral rehydration and immunization together with per- 
sonal hygiene and health campaigns. 


GERMANY 


Concern has been expressed in Bonn that Germany 
has not yet ratified the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child. Over 50 countries have already ratified 
this convention, which was adopted by the UN Gen- 
eral Assembly on November 20, 1989 and came into 
effect on September 2, 1990. 
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The last issue of Youth Letter was called "Youth in War" and dealt with the war in the Gulf and in the Baltic 
States. We have had a lot of positive reactions to that issue, especially due to the fact that the contributions were 
written by young people in our constituency affected by the wars. Now we are in the “aftermath of the Gulf War," 
discussions on peace talks and negotiations on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict have started again. It is still a time 


for prayers and solidarity actions. 


GULF WAR WORSENED YOUNG 
PALESTINIANS’ FUTURE 


Besides the 40-months-old Intifada, there are other signs 
of the widening rift between Palestinians and Israelis, 
one of the most alarming being the deterioration of edu- 
cation in the Occupied Territories of the West Bank and 
Gaza. Shutting down the universities and the frequent 
closing of primary and secondary schools represent "a 
degradation in the quality of relations" between the two 
sides, according to Father Frans Bouwen, a Catholic 
priest who has lived in Israel for twenty-two years. He 
also says that the situation of education is catastrophic 
"it’s just inhuman not to have school for three to four 
years.” It is an "instrument of oppression." 


The Israeli Defense Ministry’s recent opening of He- 
bron University is considered a hopeful sign that all 
schools will soon re-operate. 


Many Christian Palestinians have already emigrated or 
sent their children to school abroad. The lack of hous- 
ing, jobs, education and the impossibility of developing 
agriculture or industry in the territories are some of the 
reasons why the Christian population in the Holy Land 
continues to fall, Bouwen said. "When the economic 
situation deteriorates, emigration increases. Our people 
are very down, they don't know what their future will 
be. The Gulf War has worsened this feeling", he said. 
He further said that he does not believe that there will 
be a general outbreak of violence, but that sporadic 
fighting is likely to continue. 


The Gulf War and the increasing violence in the after- 
math of the massacre at the Al Agsa Mosque have 
contributed to the worsened economic situation. Thou- 
sands of Palestinians from the West Bank and Gaza lost 
their jobs and savings in Kuwait following the Iraqi in- 
vasion. They returned to the territories and are now 
unemployed and in need of help. But assistance for Pal- 
estinians from Arab and international sources 
diminished after the invasion. Moreover, one of the 
main sources of revenue to the West Bank, tourism, dis- 
appeared after the Gulf crisis. 


As schools in the West Bank have been closed for long 
periods of time during the last four years and because of 
the deteriorating economic situation due to the political 
climate and the devaluation of the Jordanian dinar, 
many parents are unable to pay the tuition fees even 
when the schools do open. Therefore, schools have had 
to appeal to the Middle East Council of Churches for 
emergency scholarships. Last year's appeal brought 
USD 530,000 and 12,044 students in twenty-six relig- 
ious schools could be supported. 


"What our youth need is education, housing and profes- 
sions. If we are not educated, we are not wanted. We 
need to be needed. We need to develop our own gifts 
and skills through the professions" Rev. Kamal Farah, a 
Palestinian lawyer and educator, said. 


WORLD ASSOCIATION OF GIRL GUIDES AND 
GIRL SCOUTS (WAGGGS) 


The announcement of a ceasefire in the Gulf was 
greeted with joy throughout the world. Let us hope 
that lasting peace will be achieved in the region, 


The WAGGGS’ World Bureau has received a Think- 
ing Day card from Kuwaiti Girl Guide refugees in 
Bahrain. Å letter from Israel speaks of the active part 
that Gul and Boy Scouts have played in the emergency 
situation, helping those that have been injured and 
made homeless by missile attacks. 


In a recent letter from Bahrain, Fawzia Ameen, head 
of the Arab Bureau, said "We hope that peace will 
come soon and that our lives can get back to normal.” 
It seems that there is now hope for her, for the region, 
and for the world. 


A PRAYER FOR JUSTICE IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST 


By Rebecca Heyward 


Let justice flow like water, 

which knows no boundaries, 

makes no distinctions between nations and cultures, 
which obliterates lines drawn in the sand. 

Let justice flood this world 

with healing. - 

Let us continue the struggle for justice 

which we share with our sisters and brothers 

all over the world. 


And may we not cease 

until we have co-created with God 

justice for all people. 

May we not be satisfied 

with shams and compromises and evasions, 
but only with true justice. 


It will take energy. 

It will take more commitment to each other 
than we have ever experienced. 

But in the words of Meister Eckhart: 
Whoever resıdes in justice 

resides in God 

and is God. 

For the just person 

to act justly is to live. 


At this crisis in human history 

we cling to a vision of freedom through justice for all, 
especially those who are victims of colonial exploita- 
tion, patriarchy and the violence of war. 


Let justice flow like water 
through a thirsting world. 


(From the "Transformer," magazine of the Christian 
World Service Network in New Zealand) 





CHILE ("Our World News" - World Association of 
Girl Guides and Girl Scouts) 


This year Girl Scouts of Chile are planning a series of 
eleven camps for 6,000 underprivileged children. 
Each camp will offer two holiday sessions so that they 
can reach as many children as possible. 


EGYPT (iwi) 


YOUNG CHRISTIAN CONVERTS SENTENCED 
TO 45 MORE DAYS IN JAIL 


New York, March 21 -- Two former Muslims who 
have spent nearly five months in jails in Egypt after 
converting to Christianity were sentenced to 45 more 
days Feb. 11 on charges of "comparing Islam to Chris- 
tianity in a disdainful manner," according to a report 
from Christian Solidarity International. The religious 
rights monitoring group, whose US office is based in 
Washington, said the offense was alleged to have 
taken place at a youth meeting sponsored by the Qasr 
al-Dubara Presbyterian Church in Cairo, where the 
two young men are members. 


The converts, 27-year-old Mustafa Mohammed Said al 
Sharkawi and 25-year-old Hussen Sallam, say they 
were making a public confession of their Christian 
faith, which they said the Bible and their conscience 
commanded them to do. Along with Hassan Moham- 
mad Ismail, a 21-year-old student from Ismailia who 
was also a convert from Islam, the Cairo Christians 
were arrested in September under Article 3 of Egypt’s 
Emergency Powers Act, which allows authorities to 
hold a person up to 30 days before being tried. 


A court ordered them released Nov. 24 due to lack of 
substantial evidence that they had conducted "actions 
against a heavenly religion,” punishable under Articles 
95 and 98 of the Egyptian Penal Code. However, the 
Interior Ministry appealed the verdict, and the men re- 
mained in prison until a second hearing Dec. 16. The 
second court also ordered them released, but they re- 
mained in prison under a new arrest order from the 
Interior Ministry. Reports from Christian Solidarity 
International and Amnesty International indicated that 
the two men recently sentenced have shown signs of 
being tortured, including beatings and electric shock 
treatments. However, the torture charges have been 
denied by Egyptian government officials. 


ENGLAND (idl) 


VORRANG FUR CHRISTENTUM IN 
LEHRPLANEN 


London, IDL, 04/91 - Der britische Erziehungsminis- 
ter Kenneth Clarke hat sich in der Auseinandersetzung 
um die religiöse Erziehung in Großbritannien klar für 
einen Vorrang des Christentums ausgesprochen. In 
einem in London veröffentlichten Schreiben an die 
Leiter der örtlichen Schulbehörden unterstreicht 
Clarke, die Lehrpläne müßten ein "vernünftiges Maß 
an Aufmerksamkeit" auf eine Ausbildung legen, die 
auf christlichen Traditionen beruhe. Die religiösen 
Traditionen Großbritanniens seien hauptsächlich chris- 
tlich. Das müsse in die Lehrpläne einfließen, um den 
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Gesetzen zu genügen. In Großbritannien haben bereits 
mindestens zwei Gemeinden Lehrpläne verabschiedet 
die auf die Erwähnung des Christentums verzichten, 
Die britische Regierung steht zudem vor der Frage, ob 
sie islamischen Schulen ebenso wie Schulen in an- 
glikanischer oder römisch-katholischer Trägerschaft 
Zuschüsse gewähren soll. 


INDIA (Iwi) 


Some 300 young people from all over India met in Er- 
nakulam, Kerala, April 15-20, to take part in the 
National Council of Churches in India’s second Youth 
Assembly Meeting under the title "Hope in the Midst 
of Turmoil," the participants had been called to take 
part "in God’s mission of abundant life for all in a 
decadent and destructive world." 


INDONESIA ("Our World News" - World Associa- 
tion of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts) 


The 1991 Indonesian National Jamboree was held in 
East Jakarta, Indonesia, June 15-22. The anticipated 
30,000 Girl Guides and Boy Scouts, Coming from all 
over Indonesia as well as from overseas, attended dif- 
ferent camps. 


JAPAN (wi) 


ONE THIRD OF CHILDREN OF JAPAN’S 
LUTHERAN FAMILIES CONFIRMED 


A survey of Japanese Lutheran churches carried out by 
the Japan Committee of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion (LWF) Research and Training Program shows 
that 68 percent of children of Lutheran Christians are 
baptized and 34 percent (or half the baptized) are con- 
firmed. The greatest number of confirmands falls in 
the age group 14 to 17. Young people questioned in 
the survey said the greatest influence behind their de- 
cision to be confirmed was their parents, followed by 
Sunday school teachers and pastors. 


Conducted from June to December 1989 with results 
released earlier this year, the "Survey on Passing on 
the Faith" was undertaken to provide information on 
the emphasis placed by families on passing the Chris- 
tian faith on to their children. The survey also yielded 
data on the Christian homes, churches’ evangelism 
policies, and Christian education of young people. 


The survey revealed that 26 percent of Lutheran chil- 
dren in Japan do not know what confirmation is and 
that only 28 percent of churches use curricula de- 
signed to lead baptized infants toward eventual 
confirmation. As many as 52 percent of parents ad- 
mitted that they tended to leave religious training to 
others, and 11 percent stated that they did nothing one 
way or the other in this regard. 


KENYA 
A National Youth Conference of the Evangelical Lu- 


theran Church in Kenya (ELCK) recently attracted 
over 90 youths from ten districts of the church. The 
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conference was organized by the ELCK Youth Com- 
mittee and was held at the Matongo Lutheran 
Theological College where a number of youth-related 
issues were discussed, e.g. youth representation in the 
decision-making bodies of the church. Participants 
resolved to ask that youth be included in the 
decision-making structures of the church. 


SWEDEN (Swedish Church Newspaper) 
OPERATION "DAY'S WORK" 1991 


The LWF Swedish National Committee "Lutherhjäl- 
pen” is cooperating with its sister organizations in the 
Nordic countries in carrying through the so-called 
"Day's Work," one day when schoolchildren are free 
from school to do some practical work (cleaning win- 
dows, house-cleaning, and so on). Their salary goes 
to "Lutherhjålpen" which will use it to support the 
education of young people in Brazil and Chile, The 
theme this year is: "Education for Liberation.” The 
first such day was on April 25 and another one will be 
on October 10, 1991. 


USA 


CHURCH NEEDS TO SOUND ALARM ON 
YOUTH CRISIS 


At the John Courtney Murray Forum (named after the 
U.S. Jesuit theologian John Courtney Murray) on May 
9, Sister Mary Rose McGeady, head of the Covenant 
House which served 28,000 runaways and homeless 
youth last year, gave a lecture on the present youth 
crisis. She said that American society is wasting its 
youth and throwing away its future and called on the 
Catholic Church to sound the alarm on the crisis. She 
also mentioned that youth have lost a sense of belong- 
ing and explained that the parent/child relationship, 
which is critical to teen-agers” formation of identity, 
values and self- worth, has been disrupted. Children 
run away from home because of sexual, physical and 
alcohol abuse and end up on the streets hustling, beg- 
ging, stealing, as prostitutes or drug dealing. In order 
to restore a vital sense of connectedness a fundamen- 
tal rearrangement of religious, private and 
government social service priorities is necessary, Sis- 
ter McGeady said. 


ZIMBABWE (epd) 


CHRISTIAN WOMEN URGED TO KNOW THEIR 
LEGAL RIGHTS 


A national conference of the Young Women’s Chris- 
tian Association meeting in Bulawayo (13 April) was 
told that there ıs a lack of awareness among Zimbab- 
wean women of the laws designed to protect them. 
Justice Mavis Gibson, a Zimbabwe High Court judge 
told over 300 participants that there was an urgent 
need to ‘launch programs that will educate women, 
especially in the rural areas about these laws. 


"Without such knowledge, she added, women will not 
be able to defend their ’rightful place in society.’ 
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PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 
FROM THE YOUTH DESK: 


Report of the Pre-Assembly Youth 
Gathering, Budapest 1984 - in English 


"The Future is Now" an LWF contribution to the 
International Youth Year 1985 - in English 


"Young People on Peace and Justice" another 
contribution to the International Youth Year 1985 
- in English 


"Lutheran Youth Confessing Christ in Asia" 

- report on the regional Asian youth gathering 
in Jerusalem 

August 1987 - in English 


"Wege die zum Frieden Führen" - Bericht über die 
Europäische Lutherische Jugendkonferenz in der 
CSFR, September/Oktober 1988 - auf Deutsch 


Luther League Program Planning Guides 
(1985-86, 1986-87 and 1987/88) - in English 


Copies of Youth Letter No. 28, 29 & 30 


Report on the Pre-Assembly Youth Conference in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, January 1991 
- in English, German and Spanish 


"Renewing Worship" a summarizing study based 
on activities 1985-90 


Please use the following bank accounts for contribu - 
tions to the Youth Letter or for payment. It is most 
important to indicate the following information on 
all transactions : 


"TO YOUTH & STUDENTS ACCOUNT 
(30)310.902" 


SWISS FRANCS: 

Banque Scandinave en Suisse 

Course de Rive 11 

Case Postale 901, 

CH-1211 Geneva 3, SWITZERLAND 
Account: 620033.001.0.11 


GERMAN MARKS: 

Schroeder, Muenschmeyer, Hengst & Co. 
Friedensstrasse 6-10 

D-6000 Frankfurt 1, GERMANY 
Account: 00-843037-00 


US DOLLARS: 

Chase Manhattan Bank 

825 UN Plaza, 

New York, N.Y. 10017, USA 
Account: 949-2-417390 


SWEDISH CROWNS: 
Skandinaviska Enskilda Banken 
S-106-40 Stockholm , SWEDEN 
Account: 99 5277-10 002 61 


Please send us a copy of any deposits 
... the bank doesn’t! 


EVENTS 


upcoming/comingup/upcoming/comingup/upcoming/comingu /upcoming/comin 





UPCOMING EVENTS 
INDONESIA: Choir Festival November 3, 1991 
(Simalung Protestant Christian Church) 


MALAYSIA: Youth Leaders Meeting (Retreat), October 20-22, 1991 
(Evangelical Lutheran Church of Malaysia and Singapore) 


PAPUA NEW 

GUINEA: National Youth Conference, July 1991 
Regional Youth Leaders Training Program, September 14, 1991 
Gutnius Lutheran Youth Camp, December 16, 1991 
(Gutnius Lutheran Church, Papua New Guinea) 

USA: 1991-92 National Gathering for Lutheran University and College 


Students sponsored by the Lutheran Student Movement in the USA 
Theme: Living our Faith in a Fast-Paced World of Cultural Diversity, 
Secular Diversity & Familial Diversity 

Date: December 28, 1990-January 1, 1992 in Sheraton San Marcos, 
Chandler, Arizona (Phoenix area). | 


Fee un geri pg SASS go Ge E pa pa ga ge a E OSS PSST gg pa Gg gg o m e e Pre PAE ga Ea ga e pa ga a ga pa Sa ga ga ra E HD Ea UN UN ga US FE REE GH IS? SR GH Fh E ER So RE GG E E E E GG SPS A E E ee E KO E E ZEZ E E E BOE E E KE 


YOUTH LETTER ADDRESS UPDATE 


i p + 
Old Address:........... bege ggb SS KS EO bet GS pe db EEE REET gag dz gr bidek LSA A ZLE ZB ZAN ZA BZ KK AKA BL BA AZANZA GLZ ZAZ KA BAZA BA BAZA U TEES 


(If possible attach old address label) 


1. I bave a CHANGE OF ADDRESS. My new address is: 


GRA ATA AEE ER GN GAZ A BSA GA A RR AA RES AZK ER TEEPE TE TEESE PERCE EE EEE SEER EEE LSA BAZA ALGA AA B ALGA LS E E SEERA EE AEH FREE dBA AAA BBA dd 


(Please write legibly, otherwise we cannot send the Youth Letter to you!) 


PLEASE RETURN TO: LWF Youth Desk, 
P.O. Box 2100 
1211 Geneva 2 
Switzerland 
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YOUTH LETTER 


available from... 
DMD Youth Desk 


Lutheran World Federation 
P.O.Box 2100 

CH-1211 Geneva 2 
SWITZERLAND 





VOICE OF YOUTH IN KENYA: 


(Said at a youth conference of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya) 


The youth in one voice said to the leaders that "We are ready and willing to participate in all 
church activities, and also willing to play an active role in the church, we only need to be informed 
in time and we need office support and words of encouragement." 





